


flaperon and power settings. When
I mentioned that the glide angle
power-off was agreeable flat, Joe
grinned and shut the engine down.
This didn't faze me, so I simply flew
a constant aspect approach slightly
on the high side, then slipped off
the excess height at the appropriate
point. Great fun, and an impressive
demonstration of Joe's confidence in
the aircraft.

All three wheels use the

same size tyres, and

are closely spatted.

- negative. As the fin is quite big
and works through a long arm, the
moment should be adequate, and on
reflection I wonder if perhaps the
rudder doesn't self-centre as it is not
fitted with springs. A very simple
cure would be to increase the keel
area of the nosewheel spat aft of
the pivot point, although to be fair
it really isn't an issue, just me being
picky.

A look at slow speed flight was
interesting, and as I've found with
many LSA-type machines, the speed
at which an unaccelerated lg stall
occurs is difficult to determine
as the ASI is inaccurate, due to
position error, The POH claims that
with the flaperons drooped to 20'
and the throttle at idle the Valor
stalls at about 28kts. I have no
reason to dispute this claim. The
pre-stall buffet was very mild, but
the ridiculously high deck angle
is a strong cue that perhaps not
everything is as it should be.

Recovery was quick and easy, with

little loss of altitude. I decided to
hold the Valor in the stall, and with
the yoke on the backstop it simply
sank straight ahead in a very stable
condition and a vertical speed of
less than 5Ooft/min. You could ride
it right down to the ground like this,
and although you might burst the
tyres you would definitely walk away.
This is a very safe aeroplane.
I tried a few stalls in the turn, and

the Valor responded by always rolling
the wings level - an excellent trait. I

also experimented with some gentle
9Oo turns just above the stall, and
discovered that the flaperons work
well even at such slow speeds. Again,
I wondered if the slot between wing
and f laperons functions as a 'Fowler'

flap. A minor niggle was that I

definitely ran out of aft trim at slow
speed. However, to be fair, s/or,v in
the Valor is really slow. Operationally,
I doubt it would be an issue.
Circuits at Avon were great fun, and

as we had the place to ourselves I

tried all sorts of permutations of
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Rotax 912 liquid-cooled flat-four, producing 80hp (59.65kW) at

5,80Orpm
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